The Church aspresented

In Scripture




Index

. TheChurch

. WhoisaChrigtian

. God hasmade only onebody of believers
. Priestsunto God

. What isthe Church

. Thepath of irrefutabletruth, the Scriptures

. God has set thefoundation and purposefor the
churchto gather together

. Theliberty of the Spirit

. TheChurch, thedwelling place of God



1. TheChurch

Thelarge number of divisonsin Christendomtoday is
nearly uncountable. Withal thesedivisons, the honest
seeker of thetruth of Christ, isbounced around likea
rubber ball ashelistenstodl thevariousdoctrines. This
booklet will bringtolight what God has created and istill
building upon, concerning the Church.

Someof thethingswritteninthefirst chapter may
seemsilly or evenuntrue. However, thethingswrittenare
believed and followed by many intoday’schurches. The
churches, through thesevariousteachings, have become
humani st organi zationswithout the understanding of God's
purposes, dl thewhileclaiming ahigh spiritual positionfor
themsdlves.

“ But know this, that in the last days perilous times
will come: —— For the time will come when they will
not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own
desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap
up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their
ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to
fables’ (2 Timothy 3:1; 4:3-4).

God'sanswer to thisdeterioration isHisWord, which
givesustruth, wisdom, and understanding. A believeris



able(if hewill), to receivethese characteristicsfrom the
Spirit of God into hisinner man (Ephesians3:16). They
will redirect any believer tothe Jesuspresentedin
Scripture, not the Jesus many have madefor themselves
tofollow (2 Corinthians 11:4).

“Wisdomisthe principal thing, therefore get
wisdom. And in all your getting, get understanding”
(Proverbs4:7).

“ Behold You desire truth in theinward parts, and in
the hidden part You will make me to know wisdom”
(Psalms51.:6).

Truth heard, seen, and not followed, istruth not known
and of littleor novaluetothe hearer. Faithin Christ Jesus
istruth seen and followed, which leadsto the knowledge
of Godintheinward man (2 Corinthians4:16; Ephesians
4:11-16). IntimatefellowshipwiththeLord Jesusisthe
end result of thisnarrow path (1 Corinthians 1:9).

Intoday’schurches, thereare many diverseviews,
teachingsand practices. Someof thesedoctrineshave
comefrom centuries past, othersarerelatively new.

Many of theseviewsare not fromthe Spirit of God.
Some comefrom atimewhen Christianswere persecuted




by the Roman Catholic Church. They embraced teaching
fromthereformers, during thereformation period, that
freed them from the darkness and bondage of
Catholicism. Someof the Scriptura truthstaught by the
apostles, werenot recovered by thereformersduring, the
Reformation. TheerrorsfoundintheReformation
churchesaredtill being taught today.

Many new man made sects have been started since
that time, somewith much zedl, whileothersarebuilt on
their spiritua experiences. Some church peopleare
following leaderswho have made agreat impact onthem
resulting inaspiritua awakening, and yet areincomplete
asfar aswhat God hasestablished asHisChurch. The
Church which God hasfounded, will bediscussed inlater
chapters. First wewill look at some principalsand
doctrinescommonly used by man asafoundation upon
whichto buildachurch.

Our churchismoreright than other churches
Thesaying usedinthispersuasionis, “Weonly speak
wherethe Bible speaks, and wearesilent wherethe Bible

issilent.” Thesupposed superiority of thisdoctrineover




thedoctrines of other churches, createsaveiled self
righteousnessthat underminesthegraceof God. This
doctrineisespoused to other churchesasaplace of
superiority with God.

A local public newspaper reserved areligiouspage, for
local churchesto utilize. A church of thispersuasion (“we
speak only wherethe Bible speaks’) advertized “thetruth
of their denomination” onthispage. Meanwhile, alarge
Pentecostal church of adifferent persuasion took out
advertising on the same page and began arguing with the
first churchinthenewspaper. Thiswent on every week
for sometime. Thethought of thesetwo denominations
wasthat their church wasmoreright than the other
church. Thispublic disgrace answersto theword of the
Lord, “ For we dare not class ourselves or compare
our selves with those who commend themselves. But
they, measuring themselves by themselves, and
comparing themselves among themselves, are not
wise” (2 Corinthians10:12). And again, “ But if you bite
and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed
by oneanother!” (Gaatians5:15).



Thedoctrinesin our church comefrom aplace of
higher knowledge
We believethe Bibleistheinspired word of God. We

have ahigher understanding than most, becausewe have
extraordinary revelationthat Scriptureisa soinspired
culture. Webelievethat water baptism, communion, the
priesthood of al believers, and headship of men over their
family, was part of the culturein theday it waswritten.
Webdlievetheprohibitionswritten in Scripture against
homosexuality, women teaching men froman authoritative
position, women ordained to the clergy, homosexual
clergy, sectarianism and other such prohibitions, werefor
thecultureintheday inwhichthey werewritten. The
hierarchy in our denomination has put out bookletsto
show thisistrue. Our doctrine setsusfreefrom past
cultural prohibitionsrecorded ininspired Scripture, weare
no longer under these God given prohibitions.

Our denomination was started by ahighly spiritual
erson
Our church hasaheritage that goes back many
centuries. We have an honorable nameamong all the




churches. Therightnessof our doctrineand practiceare
seenintheantiquity of our denomination. Our traditions
areingrained inour church. Thereforewearenot opento
any other teaching or spiritual truth. Weare unchangesble
infollowing our church.

Thetelevangelistson television aremy church

My friendsand | hear teachingson TV that you do not
hear inthelocal church. Thoseteachersareso sincere,
and so charismatic. They teach new revelation and
teachingsthat have never been taught before. Knowing
and following these new revel ations, hasput meintoa
higher spiritua place.

For example, my favorite clergywoman says Jesus
went to hell after Hedied, and that He had to be born
againto get out of hell. | feel so good to know that Jesus
isnodifferent thanus. Shehasingight into spiritua
revelation that you almost never hear anyplacee se.

Thesetelevangelistsare so bold, they say that | ana
god, andasagod, | can speak anything into existence.
Thisisamazing; | have been raised up to great heightsby
their teaching. | amnolonger just aperson, | anagod. |
can speak money or whatever | wantintomy life.




| have also learned that there are generational spirits.
That is, any sinor tendency to sinisnot my fault or
responsibility. Itisthefault of my parents, my
grandparents, and my great grandparents. Thishastaken
all theburdensof my actionswith all their bad results, and
put them wherethey belong, onthe generationsbefore
me

| send thetelevangelistsmy money, becauseif | get
sick they promiseto send meahandkerchief that will heal
me

These prophetsare so wonderful. | amjust ecstatic
over what they havetaught and donefor me.

Our church hasaclergyman who isso amazing that he

iSmesmerizing

Thetalksour clergyman giveson Sunday mornings
makesmefeel sogood. Thisoneness| havewith himhas
brought meto thepoint that | feel | would believe
whatever hesays. Henever talks about thosethingsthat
areso offengvelike, crucifixion sacrificing aperson, blood
needing to be spilled for sin, or death, and takingup a
crossandliving alifeafter thosethings. Afterdl, l am




part of thelaity and | don’t need to know about those
things

Our clergymaniscareful not to say anything that does
not make mefed good; thosekinds of thingshave nothing
todowith our churchlife. Our clergyman relateshow
Jesusawaysdid everything to make peoplefed good,
and | completely trust himand hisministry. Heisa
wonderful person and atrue shepherd of our
denomination.

We havethe most wonderful programsin our church

Our churchisonthemove and ison the cutting edge
of everything God isdoing today. Wehavean activity
group, class, or programtofit everyone. If youarea
negative person, wewill fit youinto one of our programs
tofulfill our needs.

Wealso follow the Bible aslong asit doesnot make
anyone uncomfortabl e, we know about peoplewho do
make church peopleuncomfortable; wecall them* unkind
heresy hunters.” Wedo not believein any kind of
separaterolesfor men and women, we are an equal
opportunity employer. God could not have meant some




of thethingswritteninthe New Testament, becauseif He
did, that would underminethe wholefoundation of our
churchand our religion. Our churchfully embracesthe
doctrineof diversity, you cannot get anymoreinto God's
will thanthat. Weareal nice peopledoing God'swill.

If youwant to do God'swill, comeand join usand
wewill teachyoual about religion.

[n our church, wehaveall been specially baptized by

theHoly Spirit

In our church we speak intongues, and do other things
that show weareinthesupernatural. If anyoneelse
comesinto our church who does not speak in tongues,
weknow they do not havetheHoly Spirit. Our spiritua
experiencesprovethat we arethe apple of God’'seye.
After dl, look at theday of Pentecost, all spokein
tonguesto become Christians.

When someone shows us something different fromthe
Biblethanwhat we arefamiliar with, weknow they are
wrong because our church goesback over 100 yearswith
these experiences. Our persona experiencesaretrueand
when other peopleinsist the Bibleiswheretruth aloneis




found wejust smile, because our experiencesareredl.
Besides, nobody can be suretheir understanding of the
Bibleisright.

When peopletel | usthat men have done mighty works
of God by faith alone, without our spiritual experiences, in
these daysand in ages past, wejust smile. Weknow by
our experiencesthat these people don’ t understand and
they areattacking our religion. Our experiencestell us
that some of the Bibleiscultura, soto usethe Bibleto
undermineour churchand our religionissomethingwewill
never accept.

We are above what they are saying, and some of the
New Testament doesnot apply to us. Anything elsethat
does not support our experiencesand our religion, we
reject. We use the Bible and the woman who started our
denomination, to back up our experiences.

Wedo not alow anyonein our church who hasbeen
involvedinadivorceand remarriage

In our church webelievein holinessbecause theBible
says, “...without holiness, no onewill seetheLord
(Hebrews12:14). Weaso know that weareto“...be




perfect just asyour Father in heavenisperfect” (Matthew
5:48). Webelievethat any kind of divorceisaways
wrong, andremarriageisawayssin. If anyoneremarries
after adivorce, that personislivingin adultery for therest
of hisor her life. We do not take communionwith these
kind of people. If you are one of these, you are not
welcomein OUR CHURCH.

Recently, awoman who said shehasbeenanL.D.S.
member (Mormon) for 18 yearswas asked aquestion.
Shewasasked if sheknew that M ormonism practiced
polygamy fromit’sbeginning. Shewashorrified at the
guestion. Shesaid shedid not believethisbecauseit was
untrue and wasfa seinformation about her church. (Her
church had never told her thetruth about Mormon
higtory).

Today, many church peoplearelikethiswoman. They
trust their church leaders, their hierarchy, or their clergy.

The churches and the people who attend them are very
seriousabout their individua doctrinesand their religious
pursuits. Thesearereal people, and in high numbers, who
assumethey arefollowing truth by following their church
andtheir spiritual experiences.



M ost have been numbed to thefact that they are called
tofollow only Jesus Christ and Hisword - without their
church. Thesearenot one and the same asmany people
think.

Afew errorsinthereligion of man have been pointed
out. Thequestion apersonwho seeksonly the Spirit of
Christ and truth should ask isthis: What isthemind of
theL ord for Hispeople? Wewill attempt to answer
thisquestioninthefollowing chapters.

Here are some questionsfor the reader to ponder.

1. Which churchwouldtheA postle Paul meet with
if hewereheretoday?

2.  What denomination, sect, or independent group
would theApostle Paul, or any of the apostles,
joinasthe church of their choice, if they were
among ustoday?

3. Which churchwouldthey be baptized in?

4. Whichchurchwouldordainthemintotheir clergy
or hierarchy?

5. Wouldtheapostlesask for aguaranteed salary?



6. Inwhichchurchwouldthey speak intonguesto
show their support?

7. Wouldthey support al of the churchesor none of
them?

8. Wouldthey rebukethe churcheswith the
Scripturesthe Holy Spirit directed themto
write, concerningtheerrorsintheearly Church
that are still being practiced today?

9. Areyou predestined tofollow your church or the
denomination of your choice?

10. Or areyou predestinedto be“in Christ” tofollow
Christ asrevealed in Scripture?



2. WhoisaChristian?

Beforethe subject of the churchispresented, the
guestion of what or who a Christian ismust be addressed.
God hasdesigned the Church only for those who are born
of the Spirit of God (John 1:12-13). Those not born of
God may be numerousin today’schurches, but haveno
part inthe kingdom of Christ, “ But hewho isjoined to
theLordisonespiritwithHim” (1 Corinthians6:17).

Scriptureisexact in showing ustheline betweena
Christian and onewhoisnot aChristian. Thisisshownin
the book of Romans, “ But you are not in the flesh but
in the Soirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwellsin you,
now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, heis
not His” (Romans8:9). These Scripturesasotell usthe
sametruth, 1 Corinthians6:19; Colossians 1:27,and 1
John 4:13. Asseen here, Scriptureteachesusthat every
Chrigtianisborn of the Spirit of God (John 1:12-13), and
theHoly Spirit dwellsinhim.

A person may have had spiritual experiences, been
ordained intheir church, or may evenbeinachurch
leadership position, but if heisnot indwelt of the Spirit of
God, heisnot aChristian.



How canweknow if apersonisindwelt by God's
Spirit? Scripturegivesustheanswer. Jesustold the Jews
that, “ Hewho is of God hears God’'s words; Therefore
you do not hear, because you are not of God” (John
8:47).

In contrast to those who do not have an ear to hear,
arethose who do hear and are born of God’s Spirit.
Jesustellsuswho they are, “ My sheep hear My voice,
and | know them, and they follow Me” (John 10:27).
Two different directionsare seenregarding hearing. There
arethosewho do not hear and fail to respond to
Scripture. They haveno desiretofollow the Chief
Shepherd. Thenthere arethosewho do hear, and they
respond and follow the Chief Shepherd’svoice, the Word
of God (John 1:1, 14).

TheApostle John tellsusthe sametruth. Everyone
who knows God, hearsthe apostlesof Christ. “ Weare
of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not
of God does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of
truth and the spirit of error” (1 John 4:6). Thelove of
God isatest; those born of God respond to Hislove, and
will lovethebrethren (1 John 4:7). Wearead so instructed



that Hiscommandments (words) are not grievousto those
whofollow Him (1 John 5:2-3); likethedisciples, they
keep theword of God (John 17:6). We arefurther told
that the one born of God overcomestheworld (1 John
5:4). Theissuebeforethereaderis, dol follow the
teachingsof achurch or do| follow the Chief Shepherd's
wordsastaught by the apostles, in theWord of God

(1 Thessaonians2:13).

Many inthe churcheswould say they believeall of
these Scriptures. However, when church peopleare
shown that theworld hastaken over the professing
church, resistanceto the Spirit of God arisesamong those
not following God's Spirit. Some of theresultsof Christ
not being the churchesfoundation are: believer and
unbeliever dikearechurchleadersand arefull participants
inthe professing church; unbelieversbreak bread asif
they werebelievers, women areordained to theclergy;
homosexualsare appointed to theclergy; rock musicis
part of worship; and theword of God istaught asculture.
Additionally, the Law of Mosesisused aschurch
structure, and many other such attacksfromthe
humanistic philosophy of men and the enemy, control the
professing church.



Wewill go onto seewhat God has established for His
Church.

3. God hasmade only one body of believers
“ S0 we, being many are one body in Christ, and
individual membersof oneanother” (Romans 12:5).
“Thereis one body and one Spirit, just as you were
called in one hope of your calling; onelord, onefaith,
onebaptism” (Ephesians4:4-5).

Jesus prayed that all who belong to Himwould livein
the same onenessthat Jesus had with His Father (John
17:11). When the Spirit wasgiven at Pentecost, this
onenessbecamearedlity for al who areindwelt of the
Holy Spirit. Theadmonishment to believersof agespast
and present isto keep this oneness, the unity of the Spirit
(Ephesians4:3).

Thisonenessisnot accomplished by attending a
church, or by theeffortsof anindividual. Itisby faithin
Chrigt alonethat the unity of the Spiritisentered into and
kept. Any add-onsof man (sectarianism,
denominationaism, or independency), brought intothe
body of Chrigt, grievethe Spirit, and lay thefoundation for



divisonsinthebody. Scripturehasshownusthereisonly
onefoundation for oneness, Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians
3:11).

Most church peoplewould say, we believe Jesus
Chrigtisthefoundation. However, any church person
who may desiretolearn of Christ will usudly enter into
their sectarian churchto do so. If that personis
converted, already being apart of that sect, heisalready
programmed to accept practices contrary to Scripture,
Sectarianism.

In contrast to Satan’sand man’swaysis God' struth
and purposesin Christ Jesus. Jesus prayed to HisFather
for thosethat belong to Him, “that they may be oneas
Weare” (John17:11).

How can thisbe donetoday in view of thefact that
almost every churchisapart of thedivision of the body of
Christ? TheApostle John givestheword of God
concerning Jesus Christ, “ Thereforelet that abidein
you which you heard fromthe beginning” (1 John
2:24).

Jesus Christ and Hisbody are one, Jesus Christ and
thedivisonsof Christendom arenot one. Thisisseen
withthecarna and defiling divisonsthat started inthe



CorinthianAssembly (1 Corinthians1:10-15; 3:1-4). This
defiling of thetempleof God, the Church of God
(Ephesians 2:19-22), has consequences. “ If anyone
defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For
the temple of God is holy, which temple you are”

(1 Corinthians 3:17).

God has sent His Son into theworld, so that al of His
ownmay liveinHislove, grace, truth, righteousness,
peaceandjoy (Romans14:17). For abeliever towak in
these spiritua attributes, faithinthewhole counsdl of God
isnecessary (Acts20:27). A question most peoplewould
haveis, how can | dothistoday, sincel amjust achurch
member, not aleader?

First John 2:24 has given ustheanswer to this
dilemma. “ Thereforelet that abidein you which you
heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the
beginning abidesin you, you also will abide in the Son
and in the Father. —— These things | have written to
you concerning those who try to deceive you” (1 John
2:24, 26). We must gather to and abidein, the Jesus
whichwe heard fromthe beginning. Inother wordsgo
back to the beginning and gather unto the L ord Jesusas



Hisbody, and abidein the unity that the Spirit has created
inthe Son. Every believer hasbeen calledintothis
fellowship (1 Corinthians 1:9).

Seek the Lord and those saintswho gather and meet
unto the name of the L ord Jesus Christ aone.

4. Priestsunto God

“ And from Jesus Chrigt, the faithful witness, the
firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings
of the earth. To Himwho loved us and washed us
from our sinsin His own blood, and has made us
*kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen”
(Revelation 1:5-6). (*NU and M text read kingdom,
or kingdompriests). (* NU-TextisNestle-Aland/United
Bible Societiestext of the Greek New Testament, M-Text
isthemajority Text of the Greek New Testament).

Ascan be seenintheseverses, everyonewhoisin
Christ hasbeen madeapriest of God, unto God. This
God given priesthood isnot aposition or aserviceunto a
denomination, the clergy, achurch or itschurch by-laws.
God hasdesignatedit only for Hiskingdom, thekingdom
of Christ (Colossians1:13).



A person who functionsasapriest unto God, looksto
serveonly theinterestsof Christ. Thoseinterestsare
foundintheDoctrineof Christ. God makesclear through
thefollowing Scripturethat al who outwardly professto
be of Christ but do not believe or follow the foundation of
Christ are not hisown. “ Whoever transgressesand
does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have
God. Hewho abidesin the doctrine of Christ has
both the Father and the Son (2 John 9). The New
Testament epistlesgiveusthe Doctrineof Christ, as
directed by revelation of theHoly Spirit (Galatians 1:12)
through the apostles, “ For thisreason we al so thank
God without ceasing because when you received the
word of God which you heard from us, you wel comed
it not as the word of men, but asit isin truth, the word
of God, which also effectively works in you who
believe” (1 Thessalonians2:13)

. Torgect the apostles’ teachingisto reject Jesus Christ

(Luke10:16). TheDaoctrineof Christ revea sthedeity of
Jesus Christ and the Holy Scriptures. It doesnot include

setting asidetheapostles’ teaching at thewill of man, or a
church doctrinethat resiststhe gpostles’ teachings.




TheApostle Peter instructsbelieversthat they area
Holy Priesthood (1 Peter 2:5). Theword‘holy’ means
sanctified, or set apart. Theposition of abeliever being
set gpart isfound in the completed work of Christ asseen
inthis Scripture, “ For we are Hisworkmanship, having
been created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God has before prepared that we should walk in
them” (Ephesians2:10JIND). Thebelieveristoldtolive
andwalk inthisseparation. Thisseparation unto God
cannot be practiced without thebeliever walkinginthe
Spirit (Romans8:14; Galatians5:16). It must be
emphasi zed that thispriesthood isnot unto aperson’s
church. Itisfor“spiritua sacrifices’ (thework of Christ)
that are acceptable unto God.

Peter also showsusthat thosein Christ areachosen
generation, aRoyal Priesthood, aholy nationanda
specia people (1 Peter 2:9). A “chosen generation”
means, arace of peopleunlimited astotime. The
meaning of a“ Royd Priesthood” isgiventousinthe
revelation that the A postle John received; they are
“Kingdom Priests’ whoreignwith Christin Hiskingdom.
Inthe ChurchAge, itisaspiritua kingdom, andinthe



Millennium, aphysical kingdom. A “specid peopl€e”’
depictsHispeople; they are saintsof God who liveand
walk inthelight of Christ.

Saintsof God belong only to Christ for Hisservice, not
totherdigiousorganizationsthat men havebuilt.
Chrigtiansareeternaly Hisand areonly for theLord
JesusChridt.

5. What isthe Church
“... | write so that you may know how you ought
to conduct yourself in the house of God, which isthe
Church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the
truth” (1 Timothy 3:15).

The Churchwasin themind of God from ages past.

“ But when the fullness of time had come, God sent
forthHisSon...” (Galatians4:4). Christ, cominginto
thisworld, becamethefulfillment of thismystery, the
Church. Thismystery wasunknown in ages past
(Ephesians 3:5). Christ Jesusisthewisdom of God from
eternity past, revealed in and to the Church (Ephesians
3:9-11).

The Church consistsof all personswho have been
baptized by the Spirit of God into the body of Christ



(1 Corinthians 12:13). Those personswho make up the
Church are Hisbody, bones, and flesh (Ephesians 5:30).
Individualy, they areindwelt by theHoly Spirit.
Corporately, they arethetempleof God, the Churchand
thedweling place of His Spirit (1 Corinthians 3:16;
Ephesians2:19-22).

The Church whichthe Spirit of God isbuildingisbuilt
ontheunity of His Spirit (Ephesians4:3-6). The Spirit
hasrevealeditisnot sectarianism (denominationa or
independent) (1 Corinthians1:10-17; 3:1-4; 12:25). Itis
not built ondivisiveness(Titus3:10), nor on hierarchy or
clergy (Matthew 23:8; 3 John 9-10).

The Churchwhich Godisbuilding isbuilt by His Spirit
through the giftshe hasgivento the Church. Thesegifts
arefoundin Ephesians4:11, and aregiventomenin
whom God hasgifted in order to: perfect the saints; equip
thesaintsfor thework of the ministry, and edify the body
of Christ (Ephesians4:12).

The ChurchisGod'srevelation to theworld,
manifesting Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians4:9; 2 Corinthians
5:19-20; 1 Timothy 1:15; 1 John 4:9-10, 14). The
Church, whichtheHoly Spiritisbuilding, isthewisdom of



God (1 Corinthians 1:30) and revedsdivinetruth, God's
redemption to all men (John 3:16).

6. Thepath of irrefutabletruth, the Scriptures
“ Sanctify them by Your truth, Your word is truth”
(John 17:17). (Sanctify, meansto set apart).

When Jesus stood in thejudgment hall before Pilate,
Hetold him He cameinto theworld to bear witnessto the
truth. “ Pilate said to Him, what istruth...? (John
18:38). Pilate'squestionisasked today and hasbeen
askedinall ages. Needlessto say, menlook for truthin
carna and materia form. Jesus, who stood before Pilate,
wastheTruthincarnate, (truth in humanform). Jesuswas
puretruth and light, He represented Hisfather perfectly
(John 14:9). However, every heart that does not seek or
receivetruth or light, will not receive Him becausethey
cannot comprehendit (John 1:4).

For those who do receivetruth, God has sent His Son
into theworld; Heisthevery Word of God (John 1:1;
Revelation 19:13). Jesustold the Jews, “ You search the
Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life;
and these are they which testify of Me” (John 5:39).



Again Hesaid tothem, “ For if you believed Moses, you
would believe Me; for hewrote about Me” (John 5:46).
The Scripturesare God'srevel ation of truth; Jesus Christ
wasthe embodiment of them (John 1:14). When Jesus
walked onthe earth, Hewas God'sWord (in human
form) for all mento see(John 1:1; 14:9). The Scriptures
are God'sword in physical form (Deuteronomy 4:2; 8:3;
12:32; Matthew 4:4; Galatians 1:6-9, 12; 1 Thessalonians
2:13; 2 Timothy 3:15-17). Only inthe Scriptures, isthe
mind of God shown to man (Romans9:4; 15:4;

1 Thessaonians2:13).

The Scripturesaretheinstrument theHoly Spiritis
using to build the Church of God (Acts2:22-41; 1
Timothy 3:15). Thegospd, writtenin Scripture, isthe
revelation of God'ssalvationto all whowill receiveit (1
Corinthians15:1-4). Thegospel by whichal menwill be
judged isrecorded in Scripture (Romans 2:16).

Scriptureis God'sdivine method of giving theworld
truth and therevelation of Himself. For the Chrigtian, the
Scripturesarelifeand hope. Therichesof theKingdom
of God arefound only in Jesus Christ asHeisreveaedin
the Scriptures (Luke 24:44-48).



“ For whatever things were written before were
written for our learning that we through the patience
and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope”
(Romans15:4).

Isall Scripturefor today?

“You shall not add to the word which | command
you, nor take fromit, that you may keep the
commandments of the Lord your God which |
command you” (Deuteronomy 4.2).

“ Now these things, brethren, | have transferred, in
their application, to myself and Apollos, for your
sakes, that ye may learn in us the [lesson of] not
[letting your thoughts go] above what is written, that
ye may not be puffed up one for [such a] one against
another” (1 Corinthians4:6 JND).

“ All Scriptureisgiven by inspiration of God, and
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instructioninrighteousness’ (2 Timothy 3:16).

Thespiritual condition of the Churchisdeterioratingin
theselast days (our day) to whichtheHoly Spirit



prophesied (2 Thessalonians 2:3). Theattack uponthe
Holy Scripturesisevidentinjust about al thedivisionsof
Christendom. Corruptioninthe Church hasaways
existed, right fromthe beginning. However, today itis
being attacked through thergj ection of the Scriptureinthe
professing church. Thisisdonein many ways, somequite
subtleand othersin blatant and open rejection.

For exampletoday, inwhat iscalled the Emerging
Church Movement, with multitudesfollowingit, the
statements of someof itsleadersproclaim outright
rejection of thedivineinspiration of Scripture. Oneof the
most well known leadershas stated hispositionasa
leader of thismovement.

“1 let go the notion that the Bibleisadivine product. |
learned that it isahuman cultura product of two ancient
communities, biblica |srael and early Chridtianity ... |
redizethat whatever ‘ divinerevelation and inspiration’ of
the Bible meant (if they meant anything), they did not
mean that the Biblewasadivine product with divine
authority” MarcusBorg (quoted fromthe Berean Call,
September 2007).




TheTraditional Churchisunmoved by the many truths
shownto Chrigtiansin Scripture; desiring instead to hang
onto partia truths and thework’sof man’sphilosophy.
The Evangdica movement, with muchinfluencecoming
from Pentecogtalism, hasrejected muchinthe Scripture
by calingit culture, then substituting aworksdoctrinein
itsplace. Thisrgection of truth, revealed in Scripture, has
brought church peopletofollow and believe Charismatic
leadersinstead of Scripture, no matter what kind of
heresy they teach and preach.

For example, in 1 Corinthians 1:2, the Holy Spirit has
taught believersthat thetruthsgivento thechurch at
Corintharefor al Christianseverywherein every place.
Inthisepistle, theHoly Spirit givesingtructionson many
subjects. Thesetruthswhich arerevea ed by the Spirit,
tell usthat they, intheir entirety, arethe commandments of
theLord (1 Corinthians 14:37). Many of these
commandmentsarere ected by the present day professing
church. Second Peter 2 and 3, prophesy of the
professing churchfalling away inthelast days, because of
thergection of Scriptureas God’sground of truthfor His
Church. The Laodicean Church anditsprophesied



position of thelast daysisbeing brought to light wheredl|
can seeitsfulfillment (Reveation 3:14-22).

7. God hasset thefoundation and purposefor the
Church to cometogether
“ For where two or three are gathered together
unto My name, there am | in the midst of them”
(Matthew 18:20 IND).

The foundation

Jesusmadeit clear to Hisdisciplesand to all who
wouldfollow Him, throughwordsHewould givethem
(John 17:20), that Hewould bein the midst of thosewho
honor Hisword (John 14:21). Scripturerevealsthat the
Holy Spirit hasgiven believersoneground of meeting, and
only one, untotheL ord Jesusalone*” For no other
foundation can anyone lay than that which islaid,
whichisJesusChrist” (1 Corinthians3:11).

In contrast to gathering unto Jesusalone, divisions
weredevelopingin Corinth. TheHoly Spirit gave
instructions, through theApostle Paul, to correct and put
away thedivisons(sects, denominationaism,
independence) that were developing in Corinth




(1 Corinthians1:10-15). Believersareinstructedinthe
first 4 chaptersof 1 Corinthiansto put away al grounds of
gathering together except unto Jesus Christ. These
instructionsteach usthat adding anything to the name of
Jesus Christ isnot from the Spirit of God.

These carnal add-onsthat church people have built
their church upon, haveno part or lot in the kingdom of
Christ (1 Corinthians 3:1-4; Romans8:6). Itisalso
evident that these divis onsare offensiveto thework of
theHoly Spirit (Ephesians4:2), and grievethe Spirit of
God (Ephesians4:30).

We arefurther told these divisions defile an assembly
of God'speople, the Church, whichisthetemple of God
(1 Corinthians3:17). Thosewho areinvolvedinbuilding
carna organizationswill havetheir worksburnt up onthe
day of Chrigt (1 Corinthians 3:12-15; 2 Corinthians 5:10).
TheAssembly of God, the Church, isthedwel ling place of
God, andisnot to be changed or trifled with by man
(1 Corinthians 3:16). TheHoly Spirit cannot buildthe
Church of God, or reveal Christ (John 16:12-15),in
fullnessor infreedom, wherecarndity isbeingintroduced
andfollowed.



In Galatians 5:20, the Greek word eris, in John Nelson
Darby’s“New Trandation” istrand ated “ school s of
opinion.” Thewordistrandated “variances’ inthe KJV.
We areinstructed that those who practice” variances’ or
“schoolsof opinion” will not inherit the kingdom of God
(Gaatians5:21).

The purpose of gathering

Welearn God's purposefor believers, when they
cometogether, inActs 2:42. We are shown that the
Churchisbuilt on 4 foundations. “ And they continued
steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in
the breaking of bread and in prayers’ (Acts2:42).

Apostles Doctrine: Thedivineteachingsgiventothe
apostles, now preserved inthe New Testament.

Fellowship: Thosewithnew lifein Christ, meet and
fellowshipwith oneanotherintheLord Jesus. Itisa
place of separation from theworld and gathering unto
Godin spiritua communion.

Breaking of Bread: Thisisatimefor anassembly of
Chrigtiansto gather around the L ord Jesus, to remember
Himin Hisdeath; through the breaking of the bread and




the partaking of thecup. Itistheworship Jesusdirected
thosewho belong to Himto practice (L uke 22:19-20;

1 Corinthians 11:23-26). The Church, inthebeginning,
practiced thisevery Lord’ s Day, thefirst day of theweek
(Acts20:7).

Prayers. The Church prayed in dependence upon
God. Itistheplaceof submissionto and reliance upon,
theHoly Spirit, tolead and direct an assembly. We ask
the Father that the purposes of Hiskingdom befulfilled, in
leading thework of theministry, fulfilling the needsof the
saints, and answering other prayerssubmitted to Him.

Every oneof these 4 foundationsisvital to giveplace
for theHoly Spirit to bring lifeinto an assembly. Unless
theHoly Spirit giveslifeto an assembly, theworld, the
flesh, andthedevil will surely rule.

The purposes of God for His Church have not
changed (Romans8:6, 14; 11:29; Hebrews 13:7-8). The
truthsthat brought spiritud lifetothe Churchinthefirst
century, still bring lifeto any assembly that will, infaith,
follow Chrigt.

Chrigt, having full fellowshipwith Hispeople, isthe
heart of God for the churches. Not one per son has



ever been called by God tojoin achurch and become
amember, but every Christian hasbeen called into
fellowship with theL ord JesusChrist (1 Corinthians
1:9). Thisfellowshipleadstofull and completeliberty to
follow every word of God (Matthew 4:4). Ona
corporatelevd, itisthesame. FellowshipwiththeLord
Jesusbringsaperson and an assembly into righteousness,
peaceand joy intheHoly Spirit (Romans14:17).

Joy isthefruit of faith, individualy or corporately, inan
assembly (1 Thessalonians 1:6; 1 John 1:4; 2 John 12;
3John4). Anassembly following Christ intruth, will have
liberty inthe Spirit with joy, andinjoy, muchfruit will be
produced. TheFather isglorifiedinthefruit produced
whether inabeliever walkinginfaith or anassembly
abiding in Hisword (John 15:7-8; Revelation 3:8-10).

8. Theliberty of the Spirit
“ But you, do not be called Rabbi; for Oneis your
Teacher, the Christ, and you are all brethren. And do
not call anyone on earth your father; for Oneisyour
Father, Hewho isin heaven. And don’t be called
teachers; for Oneisyour Teacher, the Christ”
(Matthew 23:8).



Who isin charge?

Scriptureteachesthat trueliberty can only beentered
into by faithinwhat God hastold us. Thisliberty that the
Holy Spirit bringsinto an assembly isnot according tothe
world'sculture (feminism, or fairnessin diversity),
philosophy, man’sreligiousideas, clergy/laity system,
traditions, or other religiousspirits. Liberty of the Spiritis
thegrace of God whichismanifested and built upon, the
truthin Christ. “ ...wherethe Spirit of theLord s, there
isliberty” (2 Corinthians3:17). Thisliberty giveseach
believer freedomto exercisefaithintheassembly asthe
Spiritleads (1 Corinthians12:11; 14:26). Thislibertyis
practiced inthe assembly within God’ sgovernmental
order astaught to usintheepisties.

Liberty in the assembly

All believershave been given ameasure of faith
(Romans 12:3). Thefaiththat abeliever has, when
exercised, will bring forth hisgift. For somebedlieversit
will beseen by al inashort time, for othersit will bea
longer period of time (Romans12:4-8). However, we
can safely say that no one hasbeen given the gift of pew
etting.



When Christ isleading Hisassembly, the priesthood of
every believer findsfreedomto exercisefaith without the
permission of men. Inworship, the Father isseeking spirit
and truth worshippers (John 4:23). Thosewhowalk in
faithtothetruthin Christ, will havegreat desireto worship
the Father and the Son. Jesus gave His Church only one
form of corporateworship, spiritandtruthworship. Itis
practiced inthe Br eaking of the Bread and drinking of
the Cup asJesusgaveto Hisapostles(Mark 14:22;
Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26). Inthebreaking
of thebread, the believer/priest isfreetolead the
assembly inpraise. It may bethrough aScripture, a
hymn, aprophesy, or an exhorting of the Saviour’slove;
astheLord Jesusisremembered in Hisdeath (1
Corinthians 11:23-26; 14:26). Thenew natureinthe
believer/priest findsfulfillment andjoy inworshipping
according totheleading of theHoly Spirit. Inthestudy
of the ApostlesDoctrine, heisfreetogive
understanding; or to expound uponthesimplicity of the
Saviour’slifeanditspractical applicationfor each believer
intheassembly.




In Prayer sof theassembly, every brother isfreeto
gpeak for theassembly in addressing and supplicating
Godforitsneeds. Fellowship intheassembly isbased
onthesufferingsof Jesus (Philippians 3:10), and onthe
blood of Hiscross(Colossians1:20). Hediedfor us
(me) (1 Corinthians 15:1-3), and Herose again from
among the dead by the glory of the Father (Romans6:4).
Inall of Hiscompleted work, we are partakers, being
membersof Hisbody (1 Corinthians 10:17).

Our fellowshipisin Hiscompleted divinework; having
loved the Church, Hegave Himsdlf for her (Ephesians
5:25). The Spirit of God hasregenerated usinto being,

“ ...members of His body, of His flesh and of His
bones’” (Ephesians5:30). Hehas brought us, “ .. .to
Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of
angels, to the general assembly of and church of the
firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the
Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect”
(Hebrews 12:22-23). Our fellowshipiscentered on Jesus
whoisour lifeand sitsat theright hand of God
(Colossians3:1).



9. TheChurch, thedwelling place of God
“ Now therefore, you are no longer strangers and
foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and
member s of the household of God —— in whom you
also are being built together for a dwelling place of
Godinthe Spirit” (Ephesians2:19, 22).

It hasalways been the purpose of God to dwell among
Hispeople. Thisisseenwithlsrael when Hebrought
them out of Egypt, wherethey weredaves. Hedwelt
with them and led them with acloud by day and afireby
night (Numbers 9:15-23). He continued to dwell among
them with Hispresencein thetabernacle. When Solomon
built thetemple, the Spirit of God filled it with HisGlory
(1Kings8:10-11), Hispresencewasthere continually
(Numbers 35:34).

God has done the same with the Church. Ontheday
of Pentecost, Hesent HisSpirittoindwell al whoinfaith,
believe onthe L ord Jesus (Acts2:4). By God'spromise,
Hedwellsamong those of Hispeople, who meet only
unto the name of His Son (Matthew 18:20). God,
dwellinginthemidst of Hisassembly, isHispurposefor



every assembling of Christian believerswhowill receive
Him through believing Hisword (2 Corinthians 6:16).

The Church of theliving Godisthebuilding that God is
congtructing. ItisHisdwelling place, inthisday, uponthe
earth (1 Corinthians 3:9-11, 16). The Churchthat Godis
building isbuilt upon truth, and that truth isthe L ord Jesus,
whoisreveaedtousin Scripture (1 Timothy 3:15).
God'sbuilding materialsarefoundinal of Scripture(1
Timothy 3:16-17). However, the* apostles doctrine,” is
God'struth to build the Church upon.

“ Now therefore, you are no longer strangers and
foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and
member s of the household of God, having been built
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus
Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom
the whol e building, being fitted together, growsinto a
holy templein the Lord, in who you also are being
built together for a dwelling place of God in the
Soirit” (Ephesians2:19-22).

Thetruthsthat God reveal ed to the apostles are
eternal, they arenot cultural (astaught by some sects),
and they do not changewithtime. UponthesetruthsHis



churchisbuilt to Hisspecifications. WWhen men change
God'sdesignfor HisChurch, itisnolonger thebuilding
that God isconstructing. Itiswood, hay, and stubbleand
will beburned upinthe Day of Judgment (1 Corinthians
3:12-15). Thisday, isnot thegreat White Throne
Judgment asrevedledin Revelation 20:11:15.

That Day isat thejudgment seat of Christ, where
every believer will appear beforeHim, totest and judge
their works (2 Corinthians 2:5-10). Men, buildinga
church or asectarian movement intheir ownimage, are
inviting God'sjudgment. “ If anyone defilesthetemple
of God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God
isholy, whichtempleyou are” (1 Corinthians3:17).
God'spurposeisto blessHispeople; Hisblessing comes
to those with whom He abides.

The continued presence of God, with anindividual
(John 14:23) or an assembly, isassured by believingand
following every word of God (Matthew 4:4). God's
blessing for His people hasalwaysbeen His purpose, first
for Israel (Numbers 35:34; Jeremiah 29:11), and later the
Church (Ephesians 1:3-6). Israel received earthly
blessings (Deuteronomy 28:1-14), the Church has



received thefullnessof God'seterna spiritua blessings
(Romans 15:29; Ephesians 1:3).
Thesearethefoundational purposesand promises of
God. They areenteredinto by faithinwhat God hastold
usin Scripture. All spiritual blessingsarefor the Christian
and an assembly (agathering together of Christianswho
desiretoworship God) who will receivethem by believing
what God hastold us. D. Nedly
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